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In February 2011 I was appointed as the new           
Independent Director on the TROG Board. I was         
extremely humbled to be considered for this by the 
fact that my appointment was for my contribution to 
the business world and not as a former cancer          
sufferer. 

I am employed as a Procurement Specialist for a 
global construction company.  

My career spans over 40 years and has been predominantly in the         
construction and legal industries occupying a variety of senior                
management positions in commercial and administration.  

I believe that getting on the TROG Board was an act of fate. To further 
explain;  

In 2004 I had surgery for throat cancer (Supracricoid Laryngectomy)           
I had no Chemotherapy or Radiotherapy. Seven months later I had 
more surgery to remove the lymph nodes in my neck. This time I            
received Radiotherapy. My oncologist was Sandro Porceddu.   

I am pleased to say that I have been cleared by my surgeon and            
oncologist to be free from cancer. 

Combined with the surgery I believe that radiotherapy cured me of         
cancer and given me a ‘new’ life! 
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GIVES SOMETHING BACK 



‘TROG 2011 — 2013 Strategic Plan 
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During the triennium covered by the 2008-2010 
Strategic Plan, TROG achieved outstanding 
growth and success in both its research         
endeavours and as an organisation.              
Performance against the goals set in the plan 
were pleasing, with two of the four goals 
(securing 10 additional competitive grants and 
100 publications) achieved one year ahead of 
schedule. The capacity to process trial                    
development with 12 months from concept         
approval to activation was achieved during 2010 
(although this was dependent on the level of     
engagement by the Trial Chairperson). TROG’s 
total patient accrual reached 9,405 at the end of 
December 2010 and while the ambitious goal of 
10,000 patients was not quite reached, it is         
expected to be achieved during 2011.  

A decade of continuing growth in the number of   
patients participating in TROG trials, growth in 
TROG membership and growth in national             
competitive grant funding in practical terms 
means more research is getting done, more   
people are getting involved and the quality of our 
research is internationally competitive.              
The  combination of these factors has produced 
a growing stream of research findings from 
TROG trials, with results of individual and       
collective significance. This translates into        
continuous improvement in clinical practice,          
delivering improved care and outcomes for         
cancer patients. 

The growth and development of TROG and the 
success of previous strategic planning has also 
given rise to new challenges. There is great           
complexity surrounding the conduct of clinical 
trials in the current era and we are obliged to 
embrace the concept of clinical research             
governance fully. The need to respond            
appropriately to TROG’s growth and               
development and set the platform for            
achievement of further success is a key theme 
of the strategic plan for the upcoming triennium.   

Implementation of the 2011-2013 Strategic Plan 
is underway. As in the previous Strategic Plan         
selection of objectives for particular strategic    
focus during 2011-2013 (and definition of a goal 
for each) will provide active, targeted objectives 

for TROG.  These objectives will articulate, in a 
succinct manner, high-level achievements for 
TROG that will respond to the needs of patients,                       
members, organisational structure, learning and 
growth, and financial sustainability. Additionally, 
continued performance against a (revised) set of 
goals identified to support achievement of the        
objectives identified in the 2008-2010 Strategic 
Plan (i.e. accrual, publishing, competitive            
funding, timing of concept to activation) will also 
be reported. These new goals have been set        
according to trends established during the            
previous triennium.   

TROG carries great momentum into the                 
2011–2013 triennium and will build on the 
growth and success of the last three years. 

We bring with us a strong pipeline of new trials 
and trials in development and a plan to improve 
the effectiveness of our governance structures to 
support this activity. 

For this triennium, TROG has identified three 
new key areas as the focus for further            
development:   

· Objective 1 : Increase sustainable funding 
of TROG’s infrastructure operation 

· Objective 2 :Increase attractiveness of 
TROG to researchers of the future  

· Objective 3:  Increase recognition that the 
quality of TROG trials is valid and credible 

and will continue to report on further              
achievement of the objectives identified in the 
2008-2010 Strategic Plan utilising revised goals.   

· Objective 4: Increase patient participation 
in TROG trials 

· Objective 5: Ongoing improvement of 
TROG’s scientific processes and            
outcomes 

· Objective 6: Support TROG researchers 
with quality infrastructure 

Success in these areas will deliver more               
research outcomes, improved research quality 
and a stronger and more capable research          
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One day in 2009, I ‘bumped’ into Sandro in         
Brisbane airport and by sheer coincidence he 
sat next to me on our journey to Sydney.  

We talked the whole way. Sandro soon realised 
how thankful I was to have recovered from           
cancer and very passionate about giving           
something ‘back’ in gratitude.  

Some weeks later Sandro rang me and asked if I 
would be interested in joining the TROG Board 
to fill the vacant position as Independent           
Director.  

I agreed and I was nominated for appointment 
and accepted as a Director and Board member a 
few months later.  

This I believe is a small token gesture of me 
giving something “back”.  

For more further information about Tom, please 
click on the link on the What’s New section on 
www.trog.com. 
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2011 — 2013 Strategic Plan 

organisation overall. 

As a focus and measure of our efforts and         
success, TROG has established a targeted set 
of goals that will support TROG’s overall Vision 
and Mission and the objectives above:  

· Goal 1:  Income derived from Fundraising 
is increased by 100%, and income derived 
from Core Financing is increased by 50% 
by 2013 

· Goal 2: 100 new TROG members by 2013 

· Goal 3: 2,500 citations of TROG trial       
outcomes by 2013 

· Goal 4:  11,000 patients by 2013 

· Goal 5:  210 publications and 15 new  
competitive grants by 2013 

· Goal 6:  12 months from concept approval 
to trial activation 

We look forward to support from our members, 
TROG staff, supporting researchers, clinical staff 
and patients in our continuing endeavour to   
substantially improve patient care and                   
outcomes.�
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�Assessment of New Radiation Oncology Treatments and           
Technology’ (ANROTAT) - TRP 11.A 
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Protocol Completion and Ethics Approval 

It was with great satisfaction and relief that the           
ANROTAT Expert Groups were able to finalise 
the study protocol in February 2011. Finalisation 
of the protocol included an external review       
undertaken by national and international experts 
and consumers, who provided valuable        
feedback.  

The protocol has since been submitted to        
Human Research Ethics Committees throughout 
Australia with ethics approval obtained for nearly 
all of our participating centres.  

The ANROTAT Project Team would like to say a 
big thank you to all those people who were        
involved in the development and review of the 
protocol.  

�

ANROTAT Project Start-Up Meeting 

The ANROTAT Project Start-Up Meeting was 
held in Sydney on Tuesday 3rd May 2011 with 
the aim of introducing the key concepts and 
aims of the ANROTAT Project to those          
participating in the study at a local level.               
Fifty-three delegates attended in total including 
two staff members from each participating           
centre, representatives of the NHMRC Clinical 
Trials Centre and Mr Abel MacDonald (Director,            
Radiation Oncology Section, Department of 
Health and Ageing).  

The ANROTAT Project has experienced 
a busy and productive few months with 
the finalisation of the study protocol,             
submission for ethical review, centre           
selection and preparation for activation.  �

 Delegates from participating centres               
attended the ANROTAT Project Start-Up 
Meeting and feedback from this meeting 
was very positive. 100% of respondents        
believed their attendance at the meeting 
would assist them in the ANROTAT        
Project.  �

Information was provided on project specific                
procedures relating to site activation, patient          
recruitment and registration, quality assurance, 
Good Clinical Practice, essential documentation 
and data management requirements. Members 
of the site specific Expert Groups as well as the              
ANROTAT Project Team and TROG Quality         
Assurance Team were available to answer any 
questions. 

�

Centre Participation 

It is our pleasure to announce the following          
centres have agreed to participate in the                  
ANROTAT Project:  

The Canberra Hospital, Calvary Mater          
Newcastle, Illawarra Cancer Care Centre,             
Liverpool Cancer Therapy Centre, North Coast 
Cancer Institute, Prince of Wales Radiation           
Oncology, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital,             
Westmead Cancer Care Centre, Northern           
Territory Radiation Oncology, Princess Alexan-
dra Hospital, Radiation Oncology QLD, Adelaide 
Radiotherapy Centre, WP Holman Clinic – 
Launceston, WP Holman Clinic – Hobart, Andrew 
Love Cancer Centre, Austin and Repatriation 
Medical Centre, Peter MacCallum Cancer          
Centre, Radiation Oncology Victoria, William 
Buckland Radiotherapy Centre and Perth        
Radiation Oncology.                                                                                                                                 

The centres have been chosen to be                     
representative of the full spectrum of the              
Australian operating environment i.e. public,         
private, small, large, urban and regional             
treatment facilities with a range of planning and 
treatment equipment and experience.  

Continued  on page  5   

 Four centres have been activated for 
study protocols A and D and further site 
activation will occur as centres receive 
ethics approval, submit essential        
documentation and pass benchmarking 
processes. It is hoped that the remaining 
centres will be activated and initiate         
patient accrual in the coming weeks.  �



ANROTAT - TRP 11.A 

Continued from page 4 

 

Phantom Dosimetry Audits 

The TROG Quality Assurance (QA) Physicist and 
a member of the TROG QA Team have             
commenced phantom dosimetry audit visits to 
those centres participating in the anal canal            
component of the ANROTAT study. Site visits 
have already been undertaken at Illawarra          
Cancer Care Centre and Prince of Wales              
Hospital. Three more visits are scheduled 
throughout June and July 2011 to WP Holman – 
Launceston, Radiation Oncology Victoria and the 
William Buckland Radiotherapy Centre at the     
Alfred.  

The Inter-comparison and Australian Radiother-
apy IMRT Systems (ICARIS) Project will           
undertake phantom dosimetry audits for sites 
participating in the IMRT nasopharynx and IGRT 
sub-studies. 

For further information on the project, please 
contact: 

Mel Grand 
TROG Special Projects Manager 
Phone: +61 (0)448 460 371 
Email: mel.grand@trog.com.au 

Phantom dosimetry audits have         
commenced and centres participating in 
the anal cancer and nasopharynx studies 
are undertaking benchmarking.  �

�Cancer Research Economics 
Support Team (CREST) 

As part of the Cancer Australia Support for           
Clinical Trials program the Centre for Health          
Economics Research and Evaluation (CHERE) at 
the University of Technology, Sydney, has been 
contracted to establish a dedicated Cancer            
Research Economics Support Team (CREST) to 
provide expert advice and support to the Multi-site 
Collaborative National Cancer Clinical Trials 
Groups. 

The main focus of CREST is to assist the Groups 
to incorporate health economic analyses into           
trials and to build group capacity. CREST has 
worked with TROG in a number of ways so far.           
In April 2011 the attendance at the TROG                 
Scientific Meeting was an excellent opportunity to 
engage with TROG members about their health 
economics needs. CREST members have             
reviewed a number of TROG protocols and            
provided advice regarding the inclusion of             
economic evaluation. Nine TROG members             
attended the first CREST workshop Introduction 
to health economics in cancer clinical trials held in 
Sydney in May 2011.   

Introductory workshops are also planned for the 
2011 MOGA and COSA meetings, and a grant 
preparation workshop will be held in Sydney in 
December 2011. We look forward to working with 
all the Groups to develop and conduct world’s 
best health economic analysis alongside clinical 
trials in the field of cancer care. For more                 
information please see the CREST website: 
www.chere.uts.edu.au/crest  
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Central Quality Assurance Service Update 
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The TROG Central QA Office provides a            
comprehensive QA facility encompassing a range 
of  essential activities from protocol design to         
provision of QA reports. New QA resources are 
developed in context with international best           
practice and to respond to the advancement of 
new technologies and techniques in radiotherapy. 

Requests for QA Documentation  

Please read all information provided by the TROG 
Central QA Office carefully and request            
clarification if necessary before submitting         
documentation for QA case reviews. Relatively 
small changes to procedures may cause delays in 
QA case reviews and in reporting results back to 
sites and Trial Management Committees.  

For example: 

· Omitting steps in the Radiotherapy Plan        
Export Instructions (provided on the TROG 
website) may result in errors when loading 
the plan into the SWAN review software.  

· Not submitting all the required                     
documentation as defined in the QA           
checklist will require requests for the missing 
documentation to be issued and can result in 
a high percentage of ‘missing/inevaluable’ 
information on the QA case report.  

 
Requests for Exemptions  

To ensure patient safety, and to comply with          
clinical trial indemnity requirements, no exemptions 
will be granted for TROG trials which relate to 
compliance with mandatory protocol  requirements. 
For example, ‘Use of IMRT Without Completion of 
QA Credentialing’: when a protocol specifies that a 
centre can only use IMRT if they have satisfactorily 
met the required criteria of a trial-specific QA          
credentialing program then they will not receive 
approval to commence recruitment until a QA          
report documenting this outcome has been sent to 
the Trial Coordinating Centre (TCC) and they have 
met all other activation requirements.   

 

 

    QA Helpdesk 

A QA helpdesk is available to assist members 
with any enquiries relating to the QA facilities 
and trial QA, including CQMS and SWAN. 
Please email QA@trog.com.au for queries or to 
log a helpdesk issue.  

Members can access an e-learning package for 
both CQMS and SWAN online at 
www.trog.com.au. Review and update of these 
training tools is in progress – so please provide 
feedback on the current lessons to the QA        
office. 

Central Facility Questionnaire 

A current CQMS development project is the        
integration of Facility Questionnaires (FQ) for QA 
credentialing into CQMS. When the FQ data is 
centrally stored in the secure database, sites will 
be able to update their FQ data on-line reducing 
the repetition of form completion. QA reviewers 
will have restricted access to the FQ data to         
perform specific roles e.g. site credentialing.         
De-identified summative information, such as        
generic lists of equipment used in Australia, may 
be provided to TROG members in future to assist 
with feasibility discussions for new TROG         
research proposals or to appropriate                  
organisations associated with TROG credentialing 
programs e.g. ARPANSA.  

Member Feedback on QA Costs 

Feedback from TROG members is essential for 
the ongoing development of central QA facilities. 
TROG is currently collating information on          
centre time and related resource costs of         
completing RT benchmarking activities and         
preparing QA case review documentation.         
Centres can send information or costing examples 
from current trials to QA@trog.com.au and this 
will be utilised for the preparation of  future trial 
budgets and grant applications to  improve          
capitation costs.  
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Would you like to increase your professional 
growth and development in Cancer Research? 

Three reasons to attend the 2012 TROG Annual  
Scientific Meeting:- 

1. Opportunity to participate in one of the three 
workshops being offered, Technical  Research, 
Clinical Trial Management or Statistical 
(RANZCR FRO) 

2. Receive updates in Radiation Oncology trials 

3. Network with other medical colleagues and  
industry sponsors.  

 

The 2012 TROG Annual Scientific Meeting will be 
held at the Darwin Convention Centre, Northern  
Territory, Australia, from Tuesday 1st May to            
Friday 4th May 2012.  

If you would like more information about the    
meeting please contact Alyson Segrott,                       
Conf erence  Coord ina tor  by  E-mai l :                                       
Alyson.Segrott@trog.com.au or phone +61 2 4014 
3911 
 

�
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

2011 Annual Scientific Meeting 2012 Annual Scientific Meeting 

Make sure you don’t miss the  
opportunity to attend, save the 
dates in your diary and display 
our flyer in your work place.  

TROG MEETINGS  

TROG 2011 Annual Scientific Meeting was held 
at the Stamford Grand Hotel, Glenelg, South 
Australia. Again this year the meeting was well 
attended with over 250 delegates which is a        
reflection of the ongoing growth and increasing 
profile of TROG as an organisation. Special 
thanks to our major supporter Varian Medical 
Systems.  

The ASM commenced with two workshops 
(Technical Research and Clinical Trial            
Management), both were well attended and 
stimulated much discussion. This year’s meeting 
introduced six new proposals; each new              
proposal was assigned a discussant which           
provided stimulating discussion and review of 
the proposed trials. Proponents were then able 
to incorporate the feedback into the trial design.  

Guest speaker for this year’s meeting were Chris 
Sweeney, Medical Oncologist at the Dana-Faber 
Cancer Institute, Paul Keall, Director of the           
Radiation Physics Laboratory at the University of 
Sydney, John Shakeshaft, Chief Physicist with 
Northern Territory Radiation Oncology, Jolie    
Ringlash, Radiation Oncologist at the University 
of Toronto and Melanie Bell, Biostatistician with 
Psycho-oncology Co-operative Research Group 
(PoCoG). The guest speakers provided                   
additional expertise and valuable education       
during the meeting.  

The social events commenced with a welcome 
dinner at the Stamford Grand, on Monday night. 
Tuesday night delegates participated in a wine 
appreciation tour at the National Wine Centre, 
followed by an excellent dinner, delegates then 
kicked up their heels with entertainment provide 
by Bill Baxton Trio band. The ASM conference 
dinner was held in the Mortlock Chamber in the 
State Library of South Australia. Delegates       
experience a step back in time and were able to 
view antique books and exhibition treasures.  
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TROG MEETINGS  

�

TROG  

Annual Meeting 
April 2011  

 
Photographer Adrienne See�
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Name Board Role Contact Details 

Professor Bryan Burmeister President Princess Alexandra Hospital 
Tel: +61 7 3176 6584 
Fax: +61 7 3176 5374 
Email: Bryan_Burmeister@health.qld.gov.au 

Professor Gill Duchesne Scientific Chair Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
Tel: +61 3 9656 1111 
Fax:  +61 3 9656 1424 
Email:  Gillian.Duchesne@petermac.org 

Ms Rowena Amin Chief Executive 
Officer 

TROG Cancer Research 
Tel: +61 2 4014 3913 
Fax:  +61 2 4014 3902 
Email:        Rowena.Amin@trog.com.au 

Associate Professor Sandro 
Porceddu 

Australian         
Ordinary Member 

Princess Alexandra Hospital 
Tel: +61 7 3240 7853 
Fax: +61 7 3240 7896 
Email: Sandro_Porceddu@health.qld.gov.au 

Dr Scott Babington New Zealand   
Ordinary Member 

Christchurch Hospital 
Tel: +64 3 364 0753 
Fax: +64 3 364 0759 
Email:  Scottb@cdhb.govt.nz 

Ms Sally Hodgkinson Independent  
Consumer       
Representative 

PO Box 574 
Willoughby NSW 2068 
Tel: +61 2 9958 6570 
Email:      Sallyh8@tech2u.com.au 

Associate Professor Tomas 
Kron 

Affiliate Member Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
Tel: +61 3 9656 1257 
Fax: +61 3 9650 4870 
Email:       Tomas.Kron@petermac.org 

Mr Tom Denny Independent      
Director 

Laing O'Rourke 
Tel: +61 7 3223 2300 
Fax: +61 7 3223 2303 
Email:      Tdenny@laingorourke.com.au 



 TROG Scientific Committee �
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The Board called for expression of interest from TROG membership to be part of the TROG Scientific 
Committee (TSC) prior to the 2011 Annual Scientific Meeting. The expression of interest were discussed 
at the TROG Board Meeting held on Thursday 14/4/2011. The following were appointed.   

Name TSC Role Contact Details 

Professor Gill Duchesne Scientific Chair Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
Tel: +61 3 9656 1111 
Fax: +61 3 9656 1424 
Email: Gillian.Duchesne@petermac.org 

Professor Bryan Burmeister President Princess Alexandra Hospital 
Tel: +61 7 3176 6584 
Fax: +61 7 3176 5374 
Email: Bryan_Burmeister@health.qld.gov.au 

Associate Professor Sandro 
Porceddu 

Trial                   
Development / 
Grants 

Princess Alexandra Hospital 
Tel: +61 7 3240 7853 
Fax: +61 7 3240 7896 
Email: Sandro_Porceddu@health.qld.gov.au 

Associate Professor June  
Corry 

Publications Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
Tel: +61 3 9656 1111 
Fax: +61 3 9656 1424 
Email:  June.Corry@petermac.org 

Associate Professor David 
Christie 

Accrual John Flynn Hospital 
Tel: +61 7 5598 0366 
Fax: +61 7 5598 0377 
Email:  David.christie@premion.com.au 

Dr Maria Pearse Additional         
Advisor 

Auckland Hospital 
Tel: +64 9 307 4949  
Fax: +64 9 307 4926 
Email:  Mariap@adhb.govt.nz 

Professor Val Gebski Statistics Advisor NHMRC Clinical Trial Centre 
Tel:  +61 41209967 
Fax: +61 2 9565 1863 
Email:  Val@ctc.usyd.edu.au 

Professor Ming Wang Diagnostic        
Imaging Advisor 

Westmead Hospital 
Tel:  +61 2 9845 6523 
Fax: +61 2 9891 5814 
Email:  Shih-chang.wang@sydney.edu.au 



 TROG Scientific Committee �

�
TROG Cancer Research                                             11 www.trog.com.au 

Name TSC Role Contact Details 

Mrs Bronwyn Hilder Radiation        
Therapy Advisor 

WP Holman Clinic 
Royal Hobart Hospital 
Tel:  +64 3 6222 7808 
Fax:  +64 3 6888 8762 
Email:  Bronwyn.Hilder@dhhs.tas.gov.au 

Associate Professor Danny 
Rischin 

Medical               
Oncology Advisor 

Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
Tel:  +61 3 9656 1804 
Fax:  +61 3 9656 1408 
Email:  Danny.Rischin@petermac.org 

Mr Michael Bailey Physics Advisor Illawarra Cancer Care Centre 
Wollongong Hospital 
Tel:  +61 2 4222 5704 
Email:    Michael.Bailey@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au 

Professor Madeleine King Quality of Life       
Advisor 

Psycho-oncology Co-operative Research Group 
Tel:  +61 2 9036 6114 
Fax:  +61 2 9036 5292 
Email:   Madeleine.King@sydney.edu.au 

Professor Marion Haas Health Economist 
Advisor 

CHERE 
Tel:  +61 2 9514 4721 
Fax:  +61 2 9514 4730 
Email:    Marion.Haas@chere.uts.edu.au 

Mr Wallace Crellin Independent        
Consumer       
Representative  
Advisor 

Tel: +61 3 9827 8277 
Fax: +61 3 9827 8277  
Email:    whc@melbpc.org.au 

Professor Lester Peters Special Advisor Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
Tel: +61 3 9656 1111 
Fax: +61 3 9656 1424 
Email: Lester.Peters@petermac.org 

Dr Chris Wratten TROG Central      
Operations Office 
Scientific Advisor 

Calvary Mater Newcastle Hospital 
Tel:  +61 2 4014 3646 
Fax:  +61 2 4921 1136 
Email:  Chris.Wratten@calvarymater.org.au 

Ms Olga Kovacev TROG Research 
Manager (Acting) 

TROG Cancer Research 
Tel:  +61 2 4014 3903 
Fax:  +61 2 4014 3902 
Email:  Olga.Kovacev@trog.com.au 
(Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday) 

Ms Deidre Cornes TROG Quality      
Assurance            
Manager 

TROG Cancer Research 
Tel:  +61 2 4014 3921  
Fax:  +61 2 4014 3902 
Email:  Deidre.Cornes@trog.com.au 



 TROG Publication Committee �
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Name Publications 
Role 

Contact Details 

Associate Professor June  
Corry 

Chairperson Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
Tel: +61 3 9656 1111 
Fax: +61 3 9656 1424 
Email:  June.Corry@petermac.org 

Professor Gill Duchesne Scientific Chair Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
Tel: +61 3 9656 1111 
Fax: +61 3 9656 1424 
Email: Gillian.Duchesne@petermac.org 

Professor Val Gebski Statistician         
Advisor 

NHMRC Clinical Trial Centre 
Tel:  +61 41209967 
Fax: +61 2 9565 1863 
Email:  Val@ctc.usyd.edu.au 

Associate Professor David 
Christie 

Radiation        
Oncologist      
Advisor 

John Flynn Hospital 
Tel: +61 7 5598 0366 
Fax: +61 7 5598 0377 
Email:  David.christie@premion.com.au 

Ms Olga Kovacev Secretary 
(Acting) 

TROG Cancer Research 
Tel:  +61 2 4014 3903 
Fax:  +61 2 4014 3902 
Email:  Olga.Kovacev@trog.com.au 
(Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday) 

This trial, run in conjunction with the Australasian Leukaemia and Lymphoma Group, is now nearing         
completion of accrual and the trial team are appealing for a final push from contributing centres to get us 
over the last hurdle. Principal investigators are Michael MacManus and John Seymour.  

We require only 12 more patients to complete accrual with a final target of 150 patients! The trial has been 
running for more than 10 years but it is a unique study and may well be unrepeatable in this patient         
population. If the trial is positive, it will profoundly influence management of stage I-II low grade follicular 
lymphoma world-wide. The trial team would very much appreciate it if all potential patients at centres with 
ethics approval could be considered for this significant study which is tantalisingly close to completion of 
the accrual phase. 

If you require any further information regarding this trial please contact the Trial Chairperson Michael         
Mac Manus or the Trial Coordinator Bev McClure contact details below: 

Michael Mac Manus       Bev McClure 
Trial Chairperson      Trial Coordinator 
Email: Michael.MacManus@petermac.org   Bev.McClure@petermac.org 

TROG Trial 99.03 needs you! 



 Protocol Amendments Approved: �
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Trial Title   Trial Chair   Trial  

Coordinator 

Amendment 
Approval  

Date 

Lead  

Group  

New  

Protocol  

Version  

TROG 09.02 - A Randomised 
phase III trial of highly             
conformal hypofractionated       
image guided (“stereotactic”)         
radiotherapy (hypoRT) versus 
conventionally fractionated      
radiotherapy (conRT) for          
inoperable early stage I           
non-small cell lung cancer  
(CHISEL) �

David Ball� Marijana 
Vanevski 

15th June 
2011�

TROG � Amendment 2: 
15th June 2011�

TROG 09.03 - A Phase II          
Efficacy Study of Chemo-
Radiotherapy in PET stage II 
and III Merkel Cell Carcinoma of 
the Skin. (MP3) �

Michael 
Poulsen 

Adrianne 
See 

10th March 
2011�

TROG� Amendment 2: 
10th March 
2011 �

TRP 11.A - ANROTAT � Bryan  
Burmeister 

Michelle Hall 14th June 
2011�

TROG  

 

Amendment 1:       
14th June 2011 �

If you have any queries in regard to any of these amendments, please contact the Trial Coordinator          
responsible for the particular trial.  

Do you have a protocol amendment looming? Please contact Erin Ginty at Erin.Nolan@trog.com.au for 
any queries and submissions of protocol amendments for review and TROG approval. 

If you would like further information on the trial approved on scientific merit please contact Erin Ginty at 
Erin.Nolan@trog.com.au or Phone +61 2 4014 3912.  

Stereotactic body radiotherapy for liver metastases (M Lee) 

This will progress to feasibility assessment by TROG Members 

2011 Trial Approved On Scientific Merits �

TROG Trials Updates �
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Trials Approved for Development �

A phase II Trial of the feasibility of breast conservation for locally advanced breast cancer using MRI 
and PET scanning to predict conservability, local control and disease free survival. (Verity Ahern)  

Randomised Phase III high dose palliative radiotherapy versus concurrent chemotherapy & high dose 
palliative radiotherapy in good performance status patient with locally advanced or small volume             
metastatic non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) - not suitable for radical chemo/radiotherapy. (Margot            
Lehman)  

Randomised Phase II weekly Cetuximab + RT and weekly Cisplatin + RT in locoregionally advanced 
HPV-associated Oropharyngeal Cancer. (Danny Rischin / June Corry)  

SCORAD III –A randomised phase III study of single fraction radiotherapy compared to multi-fraction 
radiotherapy in patients with metastatic spinal cord compression. (Tanya Holt) 

Randomised trial of dose and technique in post-prostatectomy salvage radiotherapy – “ PSa DoT Com” 

A prospective study of conservative surgery and targeted systemic therapy for early breast cancer – 
Molecular profiling for prognostication of local recurrence. (Boon Chua) 

Trial Approved for Activation �
Trial Title   Trial Chair   Activation 

Date  
Lead  

Group (s)   

Collaborating 
Group(s)   

TROG 11.01 - Selective Use of Post-
operat ive Radiotherapy Af tEr           
MastectOmy  (SUPREMO) 

Boon Chua 11th May 2011 UK MRC TROG 

BIG (2-04)�

TRP 11.A - ANROTAT �  3rd March 2011 TROG N/A 

If you would like any further information about these or any TROG trials, please visit our website 
www.trog.com.au where you will find updated protocols, contact details and trial related information. 



�
TROG Cancer Research                                           15 www.trog.com.au 

 Delahunt B, Lamb DS, Srigley JR, et al. Gleason scoring: a comparison of classical and modi fied 
(International Society of Urological Pathology) cri teria using nadir PSA as a clinical end point .    
Pathology 2010, Vol 42 No. 4, 339-343 �

 Wirth A, Grigg A, Wolf M, Goldstein D, Johnson C, Davis S, Dutu G, Kypreos P, Smith C, Kneebone A, 
Herzberg M, Joseph D, Catalano J, Roos D, Reynolds J. Risk and Response Adapted Therapy for 
Early Stage Hodgkin Lymphoma:  A Prospective Multi-Centre Study of the Australasian Leukaemia and 
Lymphoma Group/Trans-Tasman Radiation Oncology Group. Leukemia and Lymphoma May 2011; 52(5): 
786–795 �

Middleton M, Frantzis J, Healy B, Jones M, Murry R, Kron T, Plank A, Catton C, Martin J. Successful 
Implementation of Image Guided radiation therapy Qu ality Assurance in the Trans Tasman          
Radiation Oncology Group 08.01 PROFIT Study. Int. J Rad Onc Biol Phys (in press - available online 
Sept 2010)  

Roos D. Response to “Determining the incidence of pain flar e following palliative radiotherapy 
for symptomatic bone metastases: results from three  Canadian centers”  (Int. J Rad Onc Biol Phys 
2009; 75:193-197) Int. J Rad Onc Biol Phys 2010, 78; 2: 637-637.  

Duchesne GM, Woo HH, Howell D, et al Tribulations of a prostate cancer trial - Lessons l earned 
from TOAD, a Cancer Council Victoria and Trans Tasm an Radiation Oncology Group trial . J Med 
Imaging and Radiation Oncology 2010, 54; 5: 508-511  

Matthews J, Burmeister B, Borg M, Capp A, Joseph D, Thompson KM, Thompson PI, Harvey JA, Spry 
NA. T1-2 anal carcinoma requires elective inguinal radi ation treatment- the results of Trans            
Tasman Radiation Oncology Group study TROG 99.02.  Radiotherapy and Oncology. Available online 
23 Nov 2010, 98;1:93-98  

2011 Publications Update �

Trials Recently Closed To Accrual �

Trial Title   Trial Chair   Lead  

Group   

Date Closed To 
Accrual  

TROG 07.03 – RadioHUM – Radiotherapy 
with Humidification in head and neck            
cancer.  

Andrew Macann� Fisher Paykel 

TROG 

3rd June 2011 

Congratulations to these authors and their respective research teams for all their hard work.  
If your publication has been left off this list, please let us know and we will update our records immediately. 

Keep up the good work! 



2011 Corporate Partner 

TROG would like to acknowledge the support of our 
sponsors in  

2011 
 

If you would like to sponsor TROG  
please contact  

 
Rowena Amin 

CEO 
Phone: +61 2 4014 3913 

Email: Rowena.Amin@trog.com.au 
 

TROG Central Operations Office 
Calvary Mater Newcastle 
Building 7, Level 5 
Locked Bag 7 
HRMC NSW 2310 
 
Phone: +61 2 4014 3911 
Fax:      +61 2 4014 3902 

TRANS T ASM AN R ADIAT ION ONCOLOGY GROUP 
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

1 —  4 May 2012  

TROG Annual Scientific   
Meeting 
 
Darwin Convention          
Centre, Darwin, NT 

If you would like further 
information about other 
trial group meeting dates, 
please visit our website.  

 


